
FARMERS AND 
FOOD PRODUCERS

You need to take 
new steps to 
export meat and 
dairy to the EU
Check what you need to do 
by following this process.

Learn more at gov.uk/brexit

Get ready for Brexit

http://gov.uk/brexit


3.0
Find an OV or authorised signatory to certify your goods 

for your EHC

Start

2.0
Check you have applied for your premises 

to be listed with the EU

This process takes less than  
an hour to register and up  
to three days to process

1.1
Follow gov.uk guidance

N

Y

N

Y

Y

Allow at least 6 weeks 
for this process

2.1
Apply to register your 

establishment via your local 
authority and FSA. 

Further guidance can be 
found on this FSA page

1.0
Check to see if you have a UK EORI number

N

Y

A composite product is defined as a foodstuff intended for  
human consumption that contains both processed products of animal 

origin and products of plant origin

4.1 
Check the Notes for 

guidance for the relevant 
composite good

The OV can only certify your consignment up to 7 days before export

6.0
Arrange an EHC inspection visit with your OV or equivalent

5.0
Apply for an EHC via GOV.UK. Download the correct 

template using the form finder tool and send to the relevant 
authority (e.g. APHA or DAERA) for checking

4.0 
Is your good a composite product?

Key
Exporter Importer

These steps could cost 
you money

These steps could take 
more than two weeks

These steps should take 
less than three days

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/identify-livestock-for-export-to-the-eu-in-a-no-deal-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/eori?step-by-step-nav=e169b2ac-8c90-4789-8e6c-3657729e21b2
https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/brexit-listing-of-establishments-to-export-products-of-animal-origin-to-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/prepare-export-from-uk-after-brexit
https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/importing-composite-products
https://www.gov.uk/export-health-certificates?keywords=composites
https://www.gov.uk/export-health-certificates


N

Y

9.1
Follow gov.uk guidance

8.0
Check to see what tariffs your EU customer will need to 

pay, or if there are any tariff free quotas

9.0
Have you labelled your goods correctly?

Glossary
EHC  Export Health Certificate
BIP  Border Inspection Post
OV  Official Veterinarian
FSA  Food Standards Agency
EORI  Economic Operator 

Registration and 
Identification

7.0
Receive your completed and signed EHC.

Your certifier may need to send a copy to the UK competent 
authority and you should check if your EU importer also 

needs a copy.

10.0
Your goods must enter the EU through the correct BIP.  

Check to see the route your goods must take

Are your goods consigned with a UK health/identification mark?

11.0
Your EU importer now needs to submit a pre-notification on 

TRACES and upload the EHC

12.0
Complete an export customs declaration via your export 

agent or do it yourself

If your goods pass 
inspection they will then 
be released to your EU 

importer

If your goods have failed 
inspection they can then 

be transformed, re-
exported or destroyed

13.0
Your EU importer also needs to complete an import customs 

declaration on the EU Customs platform and they need to 
ensure that they have an EU EORI number

14.0
Send your goods to the EU along with the original EHC

15.0
Goods arrive at the EU BIP where they are checked

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/food-labelling-changes-after-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/exporting-after-eu-exit-country-by-country#european-union-(eu)-and-european-economic-area-(eea)-members
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/exporting-after-eu-exit-country-by-country#european-union-(eu)-and-european-economic-area-(eea)-members
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/vet-border-control/bip-contacts_en
https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/brexit-changes-to-health-and-identification-marks
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/appoint-someone-to-deal-with-customs-on-your-behalf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/appoint-someone-to-deal-with-customs-on-your-behalf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/customs-declarations-for-goods-taken-out-of-the-eu
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